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POEMS FROM THE STARS

Immortal Flowers

Gang Dong—seok

1

I walked toward you

and you toward me.

When our calling,

ardent as a sunflowetr,

was fulfilled in encounter

in some green field,

the sun rose in the eastern sky
like a silent blessing;

A new face,

a new heart,

a new confession,

inwardly deepening joy,

new passion,

there our new birth

went blazing high like flames.

2

There’s nothing I couldn’t do
as long as it’s with you;
nowhere I can’t go

so long as I’'m with you.

Our strength,

our steps,
with no holding back,




HolM 2 5%

will live as hearts

sowing seeds in fertile ground

tilled by our sincerity.

When timely rain falls on the earth
and new shoots emerge,

we will relate the history of our love
sustained by firm steps,

patient without being lazy,
industrious without rushing,

ever sustained by truthful steps

we will speak of our love’s future, too.

3

Now let’s walk together.

You becoming me,

I becoming you,

let’s advance with a single heart.

Love is a noble thing,

For an undying love more vivid than flowers,
you becoming me,

I becoming you,

let’s advance together.

Mr. Gang Dong—seok (Sam Kang)

Born 1954. Physical disability. Awarded Washington Literature Prize for New Writers (2008) Poetry collections: Vacant Ground; Fireworks
The poet is currently Director of the Tortoise Education Center, dedicated to providing education to disadvantaged children.
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